How Can I Succeed in Science?

1. Turn in All of your work.  The sole reason students do not do well in this science class is failure to complete and or turn in work.  It is usually not failure to understand what we are doing because many times a student will understand.  If you are not completing and turning in your work, not only are you not learning what you need to for the assessments, but you are also not getting your points in for the grade.  

2. Always shoot to improve.  You have a number of opportunities to improve upon previous scores on assignments.  You are only limited by what you’re willing to put into this class. 

3. ASK QUESTIONS when you do not understand something.  As a 7th grader, I expect you to take the initiative and come ask for help when you need it. I am available to help you after school.  There is plenty of time to answer questions and get the extra help when needed.  Please have your parents encourage you to do this.  

4. Look back over notes and handouts on a regular basis, not just before a quiz or a test.  Studying the night before a quiz or a test is not the best practice.  If you determine that you do not understand something, it is hard to find the time to get help if you have discovered it last minute.  It should be done well before the test, so that when you find something you do not know you can have the question answered.  In addition all research shows that you remember the material better if you study it as you go along.  
5. Participate actively.  Always play an active role in lab work, and do you own questions for the lab work.  Work with a partner and correct your answers for any incorrect lab work.  Ask questions.

6. Review goals from all assignments.  Sometimes you’ll go through an assignment where everything makes sense.  Go back and revisit the goals.  Did you get out of the assignment what you were “suppose” to get out of the assignment?

7. Use the website for your book.  If you are absent, didn’t take your book home, or lost your book then look at the on-line text.  Use website on the classzone.com site or find links from it to help you understand the concepts.  

8. Become an active learner, use the team’s webpage (NSM7.weebly.com) to link to my web pages, or send me an e-mail.  If you are having trouble with homework or a concept, e-mail me about it.  I am very responsive to student e-mails; just realize that it not a method of instant communication.  Check out the help sections under the topic we are studying on the web pages, maybe another resource (the link) will help you to understand.
9. Have fun!  Whether you want to a scientist or not, you will always do better in science if you have a good attitude and enjoy yourself safely.  Positive Attitudes are endorsed in this room.

10. Ask for extensions.  Planning is to be rewarded.  If you figure out you won’t have something in on time, you need to come and talk to me BEFORE THE ASSIGNMENT IS DUE.  (Not the day the assignment is due and not right before the class it is due in)  If you do not use the time given in class, then that is not something that I can give a planning reward of time extended.  

Required class supplies:  Students should bring these items to class with them every day.  Failure to do so will result in the student missing key instructional opportunities.

Book and any needed materials for that day’s class.


Writing Instrument


Notebook


Personal planner/ Agenda


Calculator

Nor’easters Team Website- http://NSM7.weebly.com  all teachers listed here
Mrs. O’Keefe’s Website- http://mrsokeefe.weebly.com
To read a science book online you need to go to the Book’s Website- classzone.com and then sign in at the eservices link.
To have resources to the science book online, you need to classzone.com and sign into the modules.  When in the modules pick out the individual book you want and use the topic links to explore the topics we study in class.  

